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Synopsis

Presents a study of the Old Testament by interweaving historical, archeological, literary, and
religious perspectives. The book traces the story of the people of Israel from the Exodus in the time
of Moses through the dawn of the Common Era. It considers the importance of literary criticism
and other methods for understanding the literature of ancient Israel; treats the latest archaeological

discoveries that illuminate the Old Testament period.
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Customer Reviews

"l have been using Understanding the Old Testament as a required text with college sophomores,
and as a recommended aid for M. A.A students, for many years now.A The high level of
scholarship and writing, and the clarity with which complex material is organized for the students,
are its two main attractions for me.A Students appreciate the help of a clear text that guides them
through a large volume of complex material.A | appreciate the way the textbook gives the students
a kind of road-map, so that | can spend class time on other things."--Mary Callaway, Fordham
University A "Since | have been using this book, student complaints are down.A It has also given
me the freedom to concentrate on the issues of primary interest to me because it covers the
material so well...The style, level of detail, examples and so on interest my students, and even those

students with little background can follow it"--Harvey Hill, Berry College

Presents a study of the Old Testament by interweaving historical, archeological, literary, and

religious perspectives. The book traces the story of the people of Israel from the Exodus in the time



of Moses through the dawn of the Common Era. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

A very good update to Anderson’s original book in 1958. Several iterations of the book have tried to
keep abreast of biblical research and this particular edition was the last one Anderson completed by
himself. Since then there are newer versions by joint authors or even new authors. This is an
excellent book for biblical students and pastors who want a biblical overview of research in the
Hebrew Scriptures. Also quite good for Bible teachers who wish to delve into particular areas such
as the shift in thinking about the Deuteronomic Historian and history that reshaped much of the
writings of the Pentatecuh in a retrospective point of view. A good companion to other more recent

Christian authors writing about the Hebrew canon.

Love, love, love the book. The book was in a very good condition. | like the contents of the book and
is very interesting. | think all theology classes (easier ones at least) should have this book as their
text book. It’s already in ed. 5 which shows the popularity of this book. | like ed 5 much better than
ed 4. Get this edition!

Best introduction to the Old Testament. Very Complete.

This book is very complete study of the Old Testament. In fact it is so intense with facts it makes for

slow reading, but if you were a seminary studentthe book would be a wonderful reference material.

Bernhard Anderson"s book was introduced to me in the early 1990"s while | was a first year

theology student. | found the contents easy for me to understand as a novice to the subject.

Best bible supplement series ever. The historical contexts brought my bible reading a whole new

layer of understanding and made my imagination explode with richness of details.

A A A'A

| found this book helpful when | was taking a class on the Old Testament. It is a handy resource for

anyone interested in old testament studies.
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